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menon, however, is not confined to the East, where
no doubt the motives to toil are more easily affected
'than in Western societies. No later than the end of
the last century, large portions of the French pea-
santry ceased to cultivate their land, and large
numbers of French artisans declined to work, in de-
spair at the vast requisitions of the Revolutionary
Government during the Reign of Terror; and, as might
be expected, the penal law had to be called in to
compel their return to their ordinary occupations.3

It is perfectly possible, I think, as Mr. Herbert
Spencer has shown in a recent admirable volume,4 to
revive even in our day the fiscal tyranny which once
left even European populations in doubt whether it
was worth while preserving life by thrift and toil.
You have only to tempt a portion of the population
into temporary idleness by promising them a share
in a fictitious hoard lying (as Mill puts it) in an
imaginary strong-box which is supposed to contain
all human wealth. You have only to take the
heart out of those who would willingly labour and
save, by taxing them ad misericordiam for the most
laudable philanthropic objects. For it makes not the
smallest difference to the motives of the thrifty and

3  Taine, Origines de la France Contemporaine, torn, iii., 'La
Involution.'   See, as to artisans, p. 75 (note), and as to cultiva-
tors, p. 511.

4  The Man versus the State, by Herbert Spencer.   London,

1884
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